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A belated “Happy Birthday” to all our horses
Today’s movie is a comedy about politics – DAD RUDD MP!! We hope you enjoy it.
You may be interested in the early history of Aberdeen.

ABERDEEN’S EARLY HISTORY
Henry Dangar was the first white
man to cross the Hunter River
slightly to the east of the present
New
England
Highway
at
Aberdeen, in August 1824. At the
time he was making an unofficial
survey of the Upper Hunter.
Aborigines
A local tribe of Aborigines was
said to have a bora ground near the
present Kelvinside homestead, on
the Rouchel Road close to
Aberdeen. It is believed that they
called the area Moonbil, which
means “The place of little green
ants.”
Aberdeen Town
The colourful character Thomas
Potter Macqueen, who arrived in
Sydney in 1834 to take over
Segenhoe, which had been granted
to him in 1825, first approached
the Colonial Government of the
day, to seek the laying out of a
town, to be called Aberdeen in
honour of the British statesman
George Hamilton-Gordon, Fourth
Earl of Aberdeen, who had
befriended Macqueen when he was
a Member of the British
Parliament before coming to New
South Wales.

The Governor of New South
Wales,
Sir
George
Gipps,
approved the plan of the Village of
Aberdeen, in October 1838.
Aberdeen Post Office opened on
August 1, 1856.
Population
In 1866 there were only 100
people living here. By 1894 there
was a population of “not less than
650 persons and covered an area of
3¼ square miles.” (According to
the 2011 census, Aberdeen has a
population of 2040.)
First Council Meeting
The Municipality of Aberdeen was
gazetted on December 18, 1894.
At the election held on February
22, 1895, six Aldermen were
elected, and the first Council
meeting was held on March 12,
1895. Appropriately for a town
with a Scottish name, a Scot
became its first Mayor. He was
Murdo
Cameron
Mackenzie.
Other Aldermen were William F.
Bingham, Edward de Mestre,
George Glover, August Schroeter
and Charles Gustave Bruderlin.
Duties of Council
The By Laws of Aberdeen
Municipality were published in the

Government Gazette of Friday
March 27, 1896. The duties of the
Council were “the collection of
rates, the care and management of
public roads and streets; the
regulation of public vehicles; the
suppression of nuisances; and for
the general good rule and
government of the Municipality”
The Municipality of Aberdeen
existed from 1894 to 1937. It
“closed down overnight” after the
final meeting on October 6th. The
Depression of the 1930’s is
believed to have been responsible
for the change

Murdo Cameron Mackenzie, first
Mayor of Aberdeen. He was a
storekeeper, who was the founder
of the business which was later
taken over by M.Campbell and
Company.
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MAKING HISTORY
Aberdeen will go down in history for Australia’s superstar mare, Black
Caviar, who retired with a perfect record of 25 wins from 25 starts, being
paired with Exceed and Excel from Sheikh Mohammed of Dubai’s Darley
Stud at Aberdeen.
Exceed and Excel
Excel has been crowned Champion stallion for the 2012/13
Australian racing season.
[Information and photo from Darley website.]

______________________________________________________________
NEXT MOVIE AND LUNCHEON
Our next Golden Oldies for Golden Oldies movie and luncheon will be on Tuesday, 10th September, 2013.
Doors open at 11.30am and a donation of $10 will assist us in our endeavours to establish a Museum and
Cultural Centre in Aberdeen. Bookings are essential. Please book with Jan on 6543 7150 or Jan on 6542 5168.

They’re a Weird Mob
This Australian comedy is set,
and filmed, in Sydney in 1965
starring Walter Chiari, Chips
Rafferty, Ed Devereaux and
John Meillon.

Nino Culotta is an Italian
immigrant, newly arrived in
Australia.
Working as a
labourer, Nino becomes mates
with his co-workers, despite
some difficulties with Australian
slang and culture of he 1960s.
A tone of racism exists in the
film
between
AngloSaxon/Anglo-Irish characters
and Nino.

______________________________________________________________
Next Meeting
The next meeting of the UHMRL will be held on Wednesday, 21st August at 5.00pm in the
Aberdeen Library. We would love you to come to support us in our endeavours. Please phone our
Secretary to confirm date and time.
TAFE Course
We are organising a TAFE course to teach us how to create a historic walk for Aberdeen, with
storyboards pointing out historic buildings and telling our story.
Your Comments
If you have any alterations or additions to any statement in this Newsletter, please contact the Editor.
Email Newsletters
If you, or anyone you know, would like to have an emailed copy of our Newsletter, just email the
editor and we’ll arrange it for you.
"Be who you are and say what you feel because: Those who matter don't mind
and those who mind don’t matter.”
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