The collection at Glenbawn Dam.
This month our focus is on an International Truck
from the collection—Hunter Valley Museum of
Rural Life located at Glenbawn Dam. Would anyone be able to give our members some historical
information about the truck. The vehicle appears to
have its original paintwork in the colour red. We
would like to know its date of manufacturer, what it
would have been used to carry, do you know who
donated it to the museum? Any little snippet of
information would be greatly appreciated to help
build a provenance file about this vehicle.

Mystery Object

THE ABERDEEN

As part of the TAFE Museum Volunteers
Course the students had a “Show and
Tell” exercise last week. The object
below had everyone wondering as we do
not know what it is or what it may have
been used for.

The object is 175 mm in length and
70 mm wide. The tool is made up
of only three components - a
handle that is made from a bent
piece of heavy duty wire with an
aluminium clamp at the centre and
what appears to be a section of
threaded rod that has holes drilled
into each end. The wire handle is
inserted into the holes at each end
and the “roller” is still able to turn
freely. There are no marks or
brands on the tool.

The object was found under what was
Ebenezer Hall’s Ball Room behind
“Blairmore House” (now “St. Austells”) on
the corner of Moray and Segenhoe
Streets. The building has been used as a
private residence since the 1970’s.
Was this tool manufactured commercially
or a one-off home made item?
Can you help ? Does anyone know what
it is?
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Welcome to the 2nd edition of The Aberdeen News!
RICHARD CAWLEY & ANDREW WHITTLE TO CONDUCT CLASSES
IN ABERDEEN AS PART OF
THE UPPER HUNTER MUSEUM OF RURAL LIFE INC & CULTURAL CENTRE
Richard Cawley studied Art in Doncaster UK and later admitted to the Fashion School in Paris, where
he also studied life drawing. He then was transferred to the Royal College of Art in London where he
emerged with a master’s degree with distinction. His first job (if you could call it so) was with the
fashion house of Bellville Sassoon where one of his first clientele included Princess Diana. Richard
Cawley was the first to ‘change’ the royal fashion look to royalty and with no better person than
Princess Diana to carry it off!
Andrew Whittle was head of Art at the St Martins College of Arts and later the University of Arts in
London.
Both Richard & Andrew will, during late January, February and March conduct classes in Aberdeen
as part of the Aberdeen Cultural Centre’s plan to introduce into the Upper Hunter classes that
normally are not available. Dates have not yet been finalised, but will most likely be on weekends.
Richard Cawley will teach the 16th century fine art of embroidery (practical), colour and design for
quilters and creating a visual notebook. These classes will cater for both beginners and those more
advanced.
Andrew Whittle will teach Mix & Match—Understanding Colour, narrative drawing and painting and
using watercolour.
A full list of dates and where to apply to attend classes will be in the
December issue of The Aberdeen News.
If you would like to contribute towards this newsletter please contact—
The Secretary, Upper Hunter Museum of Rural Life Inc & Cultural Centre,
PO Box 140, Aberdeen NSW 2336

So take advantage of this wonderful weather and
get your garden prepared. It will take about 120
days to get your pumpkin to maturity so seeds
will need to go in soon. The better prepared your
soil is the happier and healthier your pumpkin
will grow. How big will your pumpkin grow?
[Record pumpkins can weigh in at over 800 kg]

Please leave your children at home as the
movie “Some Like It Hot’ is not suitable
for children under the age of 10 years.

Phone either Jan Sumner or Jan Wild for
further information.

Richard Cawley

Ian Morgan & his son Brian with their pumpkins
ready for the 2006 Pumpkin Festival.

Film supplied by National Archives, Canberra.

Film supplied by National Archives, Canberra.

Golden Oldies for the Golden Oldies
Tuesday 16th November 2010
Aberdeen Sports & Recreation Club
Three course lunch at 11.30am followed by
movie—Pagan Love Song. Donation
$10.00. Bookings must be made by 15th
November by phoning Jan Sumner 6543
7150 or
Jan Wild 6543 6267.
Val Ray brought in 3 items to the TAFE Outreach
***
class as a ‘show & tell’ and to see if anyone
ABERDEEN’S PUMPKIN FESTIVAL could help identify the wooden object.
With the drought in the
Hunter Valley now
officially over, it is time to
get your pumpkin patch
ready for next year’s
Aberdeen Pumpkin Festival
to be held in April 2011.

Seeds from the “Atlantic Giant Pumpkin” are
now available for anyone interested in entering
the contest for the largest / heaviest pumpkin.
There will also be other categories for other
pumpkins.

Even though Val thought the wooden object was
an Australian aboriginal artefact - A "Nulla
Nulla" further research has identified it as a
Fijian War Club - a "Cali" or "Kia Kova" are two
of the many names given to this style of club.
The “Cali” is one of a variety of Fijian war clubs,
it is a long spurred club for close range combat.
This weapon is often referred to as a "gunstock
club", so called because the etched grip
resembled that of a rifle. (Although the Fijians
devised these clubs long before they became
aware of rifles.) Made of a dense hardwood, a
young tree was grown into the curved shape.

Sunday 28th November 2010
Aberdeen Sports & Recreation Club
Upper Hunter Museum of Rural Life Inc
Christmas Celebrations,
commencing at 6.30pm.
The evening will feature a 4 course
Christmas banquet created by the famous
BBC Television chef Richard Cawley,
who will be there in person, and it would
not be a celebration without the unbelievable voice of Susan Davis who will sing a
selection for us on the night. Following
the banquet, the evening will be topped off
with the showing of one of the funniest
movies ever made, ‘Some Like It Hot’,
with Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis & Jack
Lemmon.
Donation $20.00. Bookings must be
made by 26th November by phoning
Jan Sumner 6543 7150 or
Jan Wild 6543 6267.
(Please indicate your preference for roast
lamb or roast pork).

A number of members of Upper Hunter
Museum of Rural Life Inc are attending
the Museum Practice course being
conducted by TAFE Outreach. The last 2
week’s lessons have been held at Scone
TAFE Campus with Ray Hynes as the
teacher. Ray has a Uni Diploma in
Museum Practice and has been helping
with background paperwork needed to get
the proposed museum ‘up and running’.
Further enquiries regarding the TAFE
Outreach Course can be obtained from
Annabelle McLoughlin at Muswellbrook
TAFE (02) 6542 1115

